Forest School at All Saints' CE Primary School
Learning Beyond the Classroom
At All Saints' CE Primary School, we believe that some of life's most important lessons are learned outdoors. Our Forest School programme provides children with regular opportunities to explore, discover, create and learn in a natural environment, helping them to grow in confidence, independence and resilience.
Forest School is much more than outdoor play. It is a child-centred approach to learning that supports the whole child, encouraging curiosity, problem-solving, creativity and a lifelong love of nature.
What is Forest School?
Forest School is an inspiring educational approach that takes place in a woodland or natural outdoor setting. Through hands-on experiences, children are encouraged to take supported risks, work collaboratively, investigate their surroundings and develop practical skills.
Activities may include:
· Den building
· Nature investigations
· Tool use and woodcraft
· Fire safety and campfire cooking
· Team-building challenges
· Environmental projects
· Storytelling and imaginative play
· Seasonal exploration and wildlife identification
Each session is carefully planned and led by trained practitioners to ensure children learn in a safe and supportive environment.

The Benefits of Forest School
Building Confidence and Independence
Outdoor learning allows children to challenge themselves in new ways. Whether climbing, constructing, solving problems or trying something unfamiliar, children develop confidence in their own abilities and learn that mistakes are an important part of learning.
Supporting Wellbeing and Mental Health
Time spent in nature can have a positive impact on wellbeing. Forest School provides children with opportunities to slow down, reflect and experience the calming effects of the natural world. Many children thrive in the outdoor environment and feel a sense of freedom that supports their emotional wellbeing.
Developing Resilience
Children learn to persevere when tasks are challenging and to approach problems with determination and creativity. Through supported risk-taking and practical experiences, they develop resilience and a positive attitude towards challenge.
Encouraging Communication and Teamwork
Forest School activities provide opportunities for children to work together, share ideas and support one another. These experiences help to develop communication skills, cooperation and respect for others.
Inspiring a Love of Learning
The outdoor environment sparks curiosity and encourages children to ask questions, investigate and discover. Forest School helps children make meaningful connections between classroom learning and the world around them.

Supporting the Curriculum
Forest School complements and enriches learning across the curriculum. Children apply their skills in real-life contexts through:
· Scientific observation and investigation
· Mathematical problem-solving
· Speaking and listening activities
· Creative writing and storytelling
· Art and design inspired by nature
· Environmental awareness and stewardship
These experiences help bring learning to life and create memorable opportunities for children to deepen their understanding.

Our Christian Vision
As a Church of England school, we believe that every child is uniquely created and valued by God. Forest School provides opportunities for children to develop a sense of wonder, appreciation and responsibility for the natural world. Through exploration and reflection, children learn to respect and care for God's creation and recognise their role as thoughtful and responsible citizens.

Working Together
We encourage parents and carers to share in their children's outdoor learning experiences and celebrate their achievements. Forest School helps children develop skills that will benefit them throughout their lives, including confidence, resilience, independence and a love of the world around them.
We are proud to offer these valuable experiences and look forward to seeing our children learn, grow and flourish in the great outdoors.
"The best classroom and the richest cupboard is roofed only by the sky." 
Margaret McMillan

