
 

History Victorian Ilkley Year 2/3 

Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge Key People 

WORD DEFINITION ❖ The Victorians were the people who lived in Britain 
during Queen Victoria’s reign  

❖ During the Victorian period, there was a huge contrast 
between how the rich Victorians and poor Victorians 
lived.  

❖ The Industrial Revolution (the rise of industries, 
factories, and manufacturing) helped shape Ilkley as 
merchants slowly began to move to the new, booming 
spa town. 

❖ Better transport links, such as trains, helped boost 
trade by transporting people and goods quickly and 
cheaply across the 
country.  

❖ The construction 
of the Ilkley train 
line encouraged 
Victorians to flock 
here to bathe in 
the spa and cold-
water springs at 
White Wells. 

 Queen Victoria  
Reign: 20 June 1837 until 22nd 
Jan 1901.  
She led the expansion of the 
British empire  
She led the way for major 
changes in Britain due to new 
discoveries and inventions. 

 
 
Robert Collyer   
Born: December 8th 1823 
Died: November 30th 1912.  
He lived and worked in Ilkley 
as a blacksmith  
He eventually moved to 
America, became an author, 
and a famous preacher.  

British 
Empire 

Lands that Britain controlled all over the world 
(for example; India). 

Census 
An official count or survey, especially of 
population. 

Chronology Key events in world history. 

Invention The creation of new ideas or objects.  

Migrate 
Move to a different area to find work or better 
living conditions.  

Reign  To control a country. 

Revolution A big change in something. 

Social Class 
A division of a society based on social and 
economic status; upper-class, middle-class and 
lower-class.  

Workhouses 

A place set up by the government where poor 
people with no money could go and be given a 
bed, food and work. Many had harsh rules. 

             Developments in Ilkley                                                                    Timeline 

 1837 1840 1861 1865 1870 1876 1878 1880 1897 1901 

          
 
King 
William 
IV dies 
and 
Queen 
Victoria 
comes 
to the 
throne. 

 
Queen 
Victoria 
marries 
Prince 
Albert. 

 
Prince 
Albert 
dies of 
typhoid 

aged 
42. 

 
Ilkley 
train 

station 
opened. 

The 
Education 
Act makes 
schooling 
available 

for all 
children 
aged 5 
and 12. 

 
Alexander 
Graham 

Bell 
invents 
the first 

telephone. 

 
Thomas 
Edison 
invents 

the 
light 
bulb. 

 
Education 

is made 
compulsory 
and free to 

all. 

 
Queen 

Victoria’s 
Diamond 
Jubilee. 
60 years 

as 
Queen. 

 
Queen 
Victoria 

dies. The 
Victorian 

era 
comes 
to an 
end. 

 

Ilkley train station 

opened in August 

1865.  

The Grove in Ilkley 

was built throughout 

the 19th century.  


