
Science Evolution and Inheritance Year 6 

Future careers connected to Evolution and Inheritance: Geneticist, DNA Analyst, Biological Researcher, Conservationist  

Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge 

WORD DEFINITION  

Adaptation changes or special features of a living thing to 
help it live in a habitat 

Ancestor a person/living thing an organism is descended 
from 

Epiphytes plants that grow on the surface of other plants 

Evolved how living things gradually change over time 

Fossil the remains or impression of a prehistoric plant 
or animal embedded in rock 

Homo sapiens  the scientific name for the human species 

Ichthyosaurus a large marine reptile that lived 201-194 million 
years ago 

Inherit when features are passed on from parents to 
offspring 

Natural selection  survival and reproduction of the fittest 

Palaeontologist a scientist that studies the remains of plants 
and animals found as fossils  

 



 


