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This project began with a six week unit
delivered to the whole of Year 5. The aims of
the unit were:

Children to use a range of sources and research omoortunities to find out what life was
like in llkley during the first World War. The children will research a soldier whose
name appears on the memorial in All Saints Church. They will look at his life before the
war, and how things changed for his family when he went to the war. The children will
also discover that llkley provided a home for Belgium refugees and that the local
people raised money for an ambulance that would go to the front line.

This unit will be planned with the help of Mike Akerman from the Western Front
Association. Our findings will be presented in All Saints’ Church for members of the
public to view as well as in a Collective Worship for the rest of the school.

(Full lesson plan — Appendix 1)

Further research was then conducted by the children of History Club.



To start our research project, the children were taken to our local church
where we looked at the war memorials. We noted the names of the
soldiers on the WW1 memorial and then in lesson 2 the children were
asked to use the internet to find out as much as they could about any of
the names.
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Lesson 1
& y

at the children already knew and
initially taught about WW1

250 men and women
from llkley sacrificed
their lives in WW1

As the men fought, women were
able/required to work in roles previously
considered masculine

Over 8 million

. _ 62 Belgian refugees came
soldiers died

to llkley during the war



Handkerchiefs in top pockets Serious expressions

Suits
Unhappy
Happy and Caps
glad to be .
going Dull expressions
Ties Smart clothing/best
clothing
Going overseas
to fight in the
war Volunteers

Local people from llkley Smiling

This is a picture of the Second contingent of Territorial Army Volunteers, who would be sent overseas to
fight in the war. It was taken outside the Drill Hall on Victoria Road, in llkley, in 1914.
First, the children annotated it with the words and phrases shown.



Then, the children were asked to write as if they were one of the soldiers in the picture and
describe how they think they would be feeling.




Thomas Healey: Private 12885, 9th Battalion West

Riding Regiment, llkley Pals. Second llkley Pal to die
on 2" March 1916. Killed in action. Lived in the
Station Hotel llkley. Electrician. Footballer at Ilkley
AFC. Buried in Bedford House Military Cemetery.

Lesson 2

A

Some of the independent research the
children completed.

G.H. Featherstone: Able Seaman Z/6749,
Royal Navy. Volunteered. No sea
experience beforehand. Killed in action
13t November 1916. Born in Pateley
Bridge, moved to 3 Ash Grove, llkley.
Was a gardener working with his father.

B. Dacre: Volunteered during the first month
of the war. He nearly survived the war, died
12th October 1918. Signed up with his brother.
Killed in action. Possibly in the photo on page
5 taken outside Kings Hall, llkley. He was a very
good soldier.



Another name from the memorial on the previous page was
Frederick Bott. Here is his Baptism record.

It was discussed with the children as to why
there was no birth certificate to be found, only
this Baptism record.

Things the children found out from the

Baptism record:

The year was 1882

St Margaret’s Church, llkley

His parents were called Phillip and Maria
Baptised on 12th March 1882

Two children baptised that same day
Eight children baptised in March

His address was 42 Wellington Road,
lIkley

Father was a Carter

Vicar came from Otley

Most fathers had jobs that used their
hands

The most popular job was ‘mason’

No computers at the time

Handwriting was neat and used fountain
pen
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An enthusiastic class
discussion followed
about what information
was found, how the
censuses changed and
how more information
was provided as the
years went on.

Mind maps created by the
children, in groups, showing
what they’ve discovered
from the censuses.

The children found it particularly
interesting that many people had
lodgers back then, possibly to
supplement household income,
due to their professions.

So much was learnt, not just about
the circumstances of the Bott
family, but also of the working class
families of Ilkley in general.
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The children were asked
to draw the Bott family
tree




Frederick Bott — Timeline of his life




Lesson 4

How did life change for the
people still in llkley?

Children had to do more jobs like feeding animals
and weeding the garden

Food was rationed — not as much of certain foods
Boy Scouts and Girl Guides

Families had to adapt to fathers and big brothers
being away at war

Children had a lot more responsibilities

The women had to get jobs e.g. in shops, making
ammunition, postwomen, looking after animals
and horses, everyone had to do their part

What did the people of llkley

do to help the war effort?

llkley had lots of soldiers that enlisted
They raised money to buy an ambulance
to send to the front line

lIkley looked after wounded soldiers in
their hospital

llkley provided a home for 62 Belgian
refugees



Class trip to llkley town memorial and gardens




The children thoroughly enjoyed
meeting Mike and learning more
about the war. They felt
particularly honoured to be able
to handle some of his precious
memorabilia.



BRADFORD

Sue presented the stories of two
children, who had attended All
Saints’ Primary School during the
war, and showed the children their
family trees.

SOCIETY S

FAMILY HISTORY

She then helped the children create their own
family trees. This helped the children better
understand the Bott family tree.




Each lesson began with a ‘starter’ for the children to explore.
This was by way of looking at a photo, and writing what they saw,
what they thought and what they wondered. All photos are linked

to the llkley area.
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Photo showing the Royal Engineers 210t Company being inspected by the Lord Mayor James E Bedford at Ilkley
on 215t April 1915. llkley old bridge is in the background.






¥,
_"-"--——-.

Officer Training camp facing towards the Cow and Calf on llkley Moor.






lIkley Peace Celebrations 1919

However, upon further research the children found that this isn’t actually
llkley as there has never been a ‘Gilby’s’ or ‘Dobson’ in llkley.



As the weeks went on the children
showed progress and development in
their analytical skills
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Belgian refugees in llkley in 1915






Enquiry Question

w did life in llkley ¢ ge during WW1







Remembrance Service 12th November 2023, All Saints’ Church llkley

Due to our strong links with church,
some children attended the special
Sunday Service where they spoke about
the research they had done on some
local soldiers, read poems they had
written and lead the two minute
silence. (See video link — the children
star from 44:55 to 1:01:44)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EL

2ihf13Yv8

After the service, the children
showed the work they had done
and explained the information on

display about Frederick Bott.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EL2jhfI3Yv8

All the children in
school made poppies

out of various
different materials to
display on the link
window at church




The children learnt
what all the
different colours of
poppies represented
(e.g. purple for
animals) and were
able to choose what
colour they wanted
to make



After the unit of work was complete, the children were invited

to continue their research by way of joining the school’s History gso™

Club. As so many children wanted to continue the research ( Gl
project, | decided to run a lunchtime club in addition to the qffaf"
after school club in order to facilitate the numbers. These clubs eﬁ?"’(
have both run for the duration of the school year, until the {Pﬂ"‘ﬁ
annual Archaeology Club restarted in the Summer Term.



Private 203682 Frederick Bott
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2/5 West Yorkshire Regiment

Killed in action 18t May 1918, aged 36 years

He had 4 surviving children in total

Born in llkley

A gardener working in one of the nurseries in llkley, who provided
fresh fruit and vegetables

One of 7 children, but the only one to survive childhood

In 1908 he married Elizabeth Padgett and moved to 13 Wellington
Road, llkley

In November 1916 he was called up

By October 1917 he was in France

When he died he was at the front line in the Somme

One night a group of men was sent out into No Mans land to dig
trenches. They completed this task but then a German machinegun
opened fire and he was hit in the back.

He was buried in a military cemetery

He was described as a ‘reliable soldier’ and ‘a good fellow’

At the time of his death he had 15 francs in his pocket, which was
later returned to his wife



Private 28349 Bertram Haigh

Whilst not connected to llkley, Private Bertram Haigh is actually the
Great, Great Uncle of one of our children, pictured in the centre of the
photo below. She was kindly allowed to bring in Bertram’s war medals
and badges to show us. The family knew some information about
Bertram but we were able to provide much more insight with
documents they have not previously seen or even knew existed.

Identity

Ta
The children learnt the names of each: g

Silver War
Badge
Cap
Badge
Victory

Medal




Documents
the family
had...

Death ——
certificate

Birth
certificate







Additional documents : ™ Q |

discovered... b
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West Yorkshire Regiment, Leeds Pals

Born 25% July 1894 in Thornton, Bradford

Left school aged 12 to work in a foundry in Halifax

Enlisted on 12t December 1915

He was seriously wounded during service and was brought back to
England where he convalesced in Southport

Discharged 16 April 1918

Known to friends and family as ‘Bert’

Returned to the brass foundry where he worked until his retirement
He never married, but was close to his niece and family who lived in
Bradford

He loved football and supported Halifax FC

He died 6t January 1992 aged 97

Silver War Badge given to be worn on civilian clothing with pride to let
others know he served



Private 29314 Harold Clarkson
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Born in Burley in September 1897

Only young when his family moved to llkley

Lived at 107 Leeds Road and his father owned a Bakery
at 10 Skipton Road

He attended All Saints’ School

Became an apprentice Motor Mechanic

First applied to join the army in Halifax on 7t" December
1915. Was sent back to llkley to begin his training at the
Drill Hall on Leeds Road

On 10 May 1916 he joined the West Riding Regiment
Training Battalion called The Duke Of Wellington’s
Arrived in France January 1917

Joined 10" Battalion, who already had lots of men from
llkley and surrounding villages in it

On 30t May 1917 he was hit by a German shell at
around 8am and died, aged just 19 years old



Gunner 65890 William Lambert Kendall
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William Lambert Kendall is a name on the All Saints’
Church memorial, and is also the Great Grandfather
of one of our Year 5 pupils
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William “Bill” Kendall born 9t March 1894

Lived at 4 Leeds Road, llkley

Parents called Thomas and Elizabeth

Two brothers

Father was a tobacconist

Shortly after having Bill the family moved the shop to 25 Church Street and lived
above it

Bill became a fireman when he left school

Then became a postman working at the sorting office on Wells Road, llkley
Enlisted into the Royal Garrison Artillery in Leeds on 15t November 1915

Within a few days he was sent to Dover

The following year he headed to France and joined the training school of the
British Second Army

After just one month of training he joined the others in the trenches

On 10t May he was serving on the front line and got a shrapnel wound to his left
shoulder

He went to hospital in France, then came back to Birmingham for further
treatment

He also got a short period of leave where he came back to llkley to spend some
time with his family

He returned to France in September 1916

Killed in action on 3" October 1918 at 24 years of age




Staff Nurse Dorothy Mortimer Watson TFNS
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My Dearest Nell,
[ Lope you will sever bave need 1o oper Uia,
bt i you do | would Lile you To bave my
rimg, will e Lamond made nto 4 pin [or
Stanley. The rest of gy momey | Uisk |
would Lile Bea iy sislen 1o bave as she ban
lockel or opal ring and give Uoe other 1o
Clare. | bane me mone jewelleny, 10 will you
gwe Beatrice some Latle Uings amongsl my
work, whick | bave made. The rest of my
Woings, sk a1 ey are, of comrse you Tale.
Dorothy.

Letter written by
Dorothy to her Sister,
detailing her wishes
should she die




Timeline created by the children
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Born in Ilkley 29th December 1887

Daughter of Christopher and Mary Watson

Her father was a land agent and they lived at The Rocks on Crossbeck Road in llkley

Had three siblings

When Dorothy was nine years old her father died — rather than ending up in the workhouse or having to appeal
to family and charities, as Christopher was a Freemason they were able to appeal to that body for charitable
relief. This meant that Dorothy was sent to a boarding school in London for 8 years

During this time Dorothy’s mother died

When Dorothy was 17 she returned back home to Yorkshire and lived with her distant uncle in Harrogate

She enrolled as a Trainee Nurse at Harrogate General Hospital where she remained until the beginning of the
war

Dorothy wanted to ‘do her bit’ and applied to join the Territorial Force Nursing Service

She worked in Leeds Military Hospital

In 1916 she decided to serve as a nurse overseas and went to Malta

In March 1917 Dorothy contracted measles which developed into toxaemia

Thoughtful to the end and in preparation of her end, Dorothy left a letter explaining how she wanted her
possessions distributed

She is remembered with a stone cross at a Maltese hospital which was paid for by other staff members, showing
how popular and loved she was (see photo on page 43)

She is also remembered on the war memorial in Harrogate



Final thoughts from the
children...

“I loved making my
poppy for the church
window. | made a
purple one because |
love animals. It was
good the whole
school got to do this”

“It was great when we got
to get out of school to see
the war memorials and
find the names of the

soldiers”

life”

“I really enjoyed the
remembrance
service in church. It
was fantastic sharing
our research with
people from llkley”

“It was great fun being a
detective looking at all the
old documents so we could
learn all about Frederick’s

“It was brilliant,
everyone really liked
it, especially the
medals and
postcards Mike
brought in”




