
 

Geography Early Settlement Needs Year 3 
Key Vocabulary Key Knowledge Place names 

WORD DEFINITION  
❖ Many of the places where people live today have  

existed for hundreds or even thousands of years. 
 

❖ A settlement can be a village, town or city. 
 

❖ Early settlements were often located near rivers 
and forests to provide food, water and shelter. 

 
❖ During the Bronze age, the land was used for 

agriculture. Small communities. began to 
develop.  

 
❖ During the Iron Age, Settlers arrived from Europe. 

Settlements now had a greater need for defences 
and so Hill forts were created.  
 

Suffix Meaning Example  

-don hill Baildon 

-ham village Addingham 

-ing people of Ben Rhydding 

-den pasture Buckden 

-ton farm Skipton 

-bury fort Dewsbury 

-borough fort Ingleborough 

-wick trading place Warwick 

-hurst wooded hill Sandhurst 

-mere lake Windermere 

 

Agriculture 
The farming of crops 
or animals. 

Landscape The visible features of an area of land. 

Leisure 
Time spent away from 
work relaxing. 

Place Name 
The name of a geographical location, 
such as a town, lake, or a range of hills. 

Settlement 
A place where people establish a place to 
live.  

Settler 
A person who moves to live in a new 
area. 

Shelter 
A place giving protection from bad 
weather or danger. 

Site 
An area of ground on which a town, 
building, or monument is constructed. 

What essentials do settlers need?  Types of Early Settlements 

 

 
      Stone Age Settlement                        Bronze Age Settlement                               Iron Age Settlement 
  (Temporary cave or Tepee)                         (Round Houses)                                  (Hill Fort Community) 


