











The Maya Gods and Religion

Maya gods were gods of nature. One of the most respected was the maize
god, Hun Ixim (below), since maize was their main crop.
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The maize god would decide whether a
crop would fail or succeed that year.
After o war, the Maya would capture
the enemy survivors and bring them

home as prisoners or even sacrifices to

the gods to please them,

Popul Vuh

The ‘Popul Vuh' was almost like a
bible of the ancient Maya. Stories of
creation and life are written in this
book. This book was found in the
1500s before the Spanish conquest.

The picture below shows the only two
gﬂd:‘. that existed !)o’ff\‘/rl’. the world was
created, Tepeu the Maker and
Gucumatz the Feathered Spirit,

both glittering in the dark.




The Maya Creation The Maya Universe and Gods

There were 2 stages of creation in the Maya story. The first
creation was of o world with animals and the second
with humans.

In the world of animals created, the gods were unsatisfied that
the animalis could not speak and wanted to make some better
beings that could worship them properly and speak to them. So
they tried to make some out of clay.

According to the Maya, the universe
was made up of a square and flat
Middleworld that rested on the back of a huge
turtle like creature

The four directions of the Earth are associated with
colours. The East is red, where the rising sun is
The South is yellow and the right hand of the sun.

The white North is associated with dead ancestors and
the West is black, connected to death and the Underworld.,

A giant tree stands in the centre of the Middleworld,
with its roots reaching into the awful
underworld, called 'Xibalba',

But the clay men were soon rained on and they all melted, They The evil gods dwelled in
then tried using wood but that made some really empty, cold this dreaded place
men. On their third attempt, the gods decided to use some paste

made from some maize and water (maize for the flesh and water

for the blood) and the men turned out to be perfect! This is very

symbolic of how maize was a staple part of the Maya diet.

The Gods

Name: Ek Chuaj

Description: A supreme god, he was the creator
of mankind and had invented writing and
learning. He was depicted as a toothless
old man and was always kind, unlike some
other gods.




Name: Ix Chel

Description: The wife

weaving and the
maann. S’Ik‘ hl.". Q
snake in her hair and
her toes are like
jaguar claws

Name; Hun Ixim

Description: The

aize god, From his
head sprouted an ear
of corn and he is very
impor tant the
Maya p Another
child of Tx

Name: Kinich Ahau ..

t s aeross the sky

during the day. But
at night, he becomes
the fearful Jaguar

god and enters the
Underworld.

» Name: Chac

Description: A
descendant of
Itzamnooj and [x
Chel. He is the po
storms and rain, He is
usually a man with
the far

and o curling snt

Name: Kukulcan

Description: Knawn
as The Feathered
Serpent’, he is the
god of the four
elemenlts, wales, oy
fire and earth

Name: Ah Puch

Description; Th
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